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placed these officers in a very critical position. But
they never appear for a moment to have entertained a
doubt of our final success ; and on receiving the neces-
sary authority to assume charge of the district, the
Deputy-Collector and Sudder Ameen at once did so,
and with the aid of the chief Hindu landholders, were
doing much towards restoring order, when they were
compelled, on the 23d of August, to fly to Huldour,
which town was shortly afterwards attacked and taken
by the Mussulmans, after a stout resistance on the part
of the Rajputs and other Hindus who have throughout
stood firm in their allegiance.

On this disaster occurring, the Deputy-Collector and
Sudder Ameen, with many more, made their escape,
and after running great risk at Chandpore, the Deputy-
Collector going in the first instance to his home at
Khurja, and the Sudder Ameen coming to Meerut.
. . . All the three officers on whom I am reporting
have shown conspicuous loyalty ; but if I were required
to draw a distinction, I should do so in favour of Syed
Ahmed Khan, whose clear sound judgment, and rare
uprightness and zeal, could scarcely be surpassed. I
recommend that, in appreciation of his peculiar claims
to mvaid, as having been mainly instrumental in
securing the escape of the whole of the Bijnore party
of Europeans, and of his subsequent services when the
district was made over to him and the Deputy-Collector,
he should receive a pension in perpetuity, or for his
own life and that of his eldest son, of Rs.soo per
mensem.

His losses have been very heavy, his family being
resident at Delhi at the commencement of the outbreak.
The whole of his property at that place was pillaged,
it having been brought to the notice of the rebels that
he was a loyal subject of our Government.